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Protecting people, property, and the environment since 1911

The West Michigan Society of Safety Engineers was organized July of 1952 and became a charter
member in October 1953. The original ledger entry in November 1952 indicates a beginning balance
of $7.50, dinner receipts totaled $66.09 with dinner disbursements being $73.65 for a negative balance
of $.06. Mr. Henry Hymant contributed his dues immediately raising the balance to $7.44.

We have had our struggles as evidenced during the original organization of the WMASSE, but the
commitment of the professionals dedicated to serve the communities where we live, work and play is
exemplary of the dedication of our chosen profession

During our 50+ years we have seen many changes: Presidents, Treasurers, Secretaries and other non
elected positions, but the desire to decrease injuries, improve worksite conditions, preserve and protect
property has remained a steadfast commitment to the members regularly in attendance at our chapter
meetings.

Since the original formation, the WMASSE had maintained relationships with various societies,
including the industrial hygiene society and professional and educational relationships with MIOSHA,
Ferris State University and Grand Valley State University. Paramount to our affiliations is the
involvement with the various student groups including the ASSE student chapter at Grand Valley State
University.

With these relationships, members of the WMASSE receive a fellowship with other professionals and
are afforded tremendous educational opportunities.

Our Chapter currently has 178 members and a healthy balance in the bank, which we consistently
reinvest into our chapter, members, students, and community. This spring we are taking a day to
volunteer our time, working on a Habitat for Humanity project. Each year, we hold 10 monthly
meetings, with all but our annual golf outing having “Technical” topics. The golf outing serves as our
last “Meeting” for the year, and serves as a fun way to raise money for our scholarship fund, which we
give to a small number of Students in the EH&S field each year.

As | review the archived newsletters, I’'m reminded about the battles our predecessors engaged in
related to safety. More importantly, I’m encouraged by the victories our profession continues to have
in an effort to ensure “Everyone goes home at the end of the day”.
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